The Kingdom of Heaven
By: Michael White

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like…”

We are all familiar with the term, “kingdom of God,” but what does it mean? What is its nature?
When we look at the world around us it’s easy to see that God’s “will…” is not always done “…on earth
as it is in heaven” (Matthew 6:10). We are challenged as Christians “How could a good God allow such
pain and suffering?” Moreover, there is within the Church significant disagreement concerning various
doctrines and religious views, even those that represent blatantly heretical false teachings. If the
Kingdom of God is truly among us today in 2016 (Luke 17:21), why aren’t all of our prayers answered the
way we want, and why hasn’t Christianity triumphed as the dominant worldview? Since our ability to
share knowledge has increased so dramatically with new technologies, and with such an abundance of
books and study materials available to us than at any time in human history, why do we see such a wide
divergence of doctrinal views rather than a coming together in greater agreement? And what did Jesus
mean in responding to a Pharisee’s question about the kingdom of God, when He said “nor will they say,
‘See here!’ or ‘See there!’ For indeed, the kingdom of God is within you (in your midst)” (Luke 17:21)?
Then In the very next verse, Jesus turns to his disciple’s and tells them to watch for signs that would
precede the coming kingdom? So which is it? Is the Kingdom of God here now? Then what did Jesus
mean that it is still to come (Matthew 17:11)? Is Jesus contradicting Himself in the very same passage?
W.E. Vine Defines the Kingdom of God as “the Sphere of God’s rule”1 (Psalms 22:28; Psalms
145:13; Daniel 4:25; Luke 1:52; Romans 13:1-Romans 13:2). But “Since the Earth is the scene of
universal rebellion against God”2 (Luke 4:5-Luke 4:6; 1 John 5:19; Revelation 11:15-Revelation 11:18),
then the Kingdom of God is “the sphere in which God’s Rule is acknowledged”3.

1

W.E. Vine – Vines Expository Dictionary.
Ibid.
3
Ibid.
2

Despite the fact that the earth is in rebellion against God, God chose out of humanity a people
for Himself, the Nation of Israel, providing them both His Law, a Land and kings to administer His
Kingdom on Earth (1 Chronicles 28:5). While Israel adopted a half-hearted allegiance toward God’s
authority, they ultimately abandoned even that, taking part in the earth’s common rebellion (Isaiah 1:2Isaiah 1:4).
A critic once asked Billy Graham if Jesus died for people on other planets, to which he replied, “I
think that we are the only planet in the whole of God's universe that is in rebellion against God.” The
sad reality is that even Israel, God’s chosen people, were characterized by rebellion and Idolatry. Israel
was given the Covenants, the Scriptures and the very lineage of Christ, yet still refused to accept His
offer of a loving, lasting relationship with Him. Israel’s refusal culminated in a curse from God on their
last earthly King, Jehoiachin (Jeconiah) that none of his descendants would inherit the throne (Jeremiah
22:30). The Temple and their capital city, Jerusalem were sacked and burned, and the subjects of the
Kingdom, the Jews (Matthew 8:10-12, John 8:39), being exiled to captivity in Babylon. Despite all this
“God has not relinquished His sovereignty in the face of rebellion demonic and human, but has declared
His purpose to establish it” (Daniel 2:44; Daniel 7:14; 1 Corinthians 15:24-25).
The best way to understand the Kingdom of God is by breaking it down into the various phases
through which it has passed in the course of human history. The Scriptures make it clear that the
Kingdom of God will unfold in five distinct stages;
1.) The Prophesied Kingdom (The Kingdom foretold in the Old Testament)
2.) The Presented Kingdom (The Kingdom presented to its subjects by the King himself)
3.) The Postponed Kingdom (The King defers and conceals the Kingdom from His subjects upon their
rejection of his Kingship.)
4.) The Physical Kingdom (Its subjects physically realize and receive the Kingdom.)
5.) The Permanent or "Perpetual" Kingdom (Everything that defiles is removed from The Physical

By understanding these phases, Jesus’ seemingly contradictory response to the Pharisee and his
disciples mentioned above can be explained. The Pharisee was waiting for the Physical manifestation of
the Kingdom on earth before committing to being a part of it through his acceptance and allegiance of
the King. What he did not realize is that he did not need to wait for the physical manifestation of the
kingdom to be a part of it. Rather he needed to be repent and receive Jesus as his personal King to be
qualified to enter the Kingdom when it is physically manifested on earth in the future. By waiting to
commit the Pharisee would be too late. Jesus urges him not to wait but explains the Kingdom is inward
at that present time. Therefore Jesus message was “repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” In that
sense, the Kingdom of God was within. The Disciples who already were a part of the Kingdom inwardly,
having received Jesus as their King were waiting for its physical manifestation on earth so Jesus tells
them what signs would precede its future establishment when he returns to rule physically at his second
coming. Both statements are equally true, and there is no contradiction as we will see. The difference is
the audience asking the question. Jesus explains the signs privately to his believing apostles so they will
not be confused by his public rebuke of the unbelieving Pharisee who refused to repent.

A Prophesied Kingdom
Scripture first reveals the kingdom as the Prophesied Kingdom to Daniel in Daniel chapter 1.
Israel was in captivity in Babylon for rebelling against God (Daniel 1). Because, Man’s rebellion cannot
thwart God’s plan to establish His sovereign rule. God made it known to the prophet Daniel that one
day He would come to His people Israel and establish a Kingdom on this earth that would never end but
would continue into eternity. The Gentile Kingdoms that would rise and fall throughout history
(including the final Gentile kingdom led by the Antichrist), would be crushed by this manifestation of this
prophesied kingdom. When The Lord Jesus returns, His kingdom will finally take its rightful place of
authority on earth as it already has in heaven, established as the worldwide Kingdom (Revelation 11:5).
The prophesied kingdom was revealed in scripture first to Daniel in (Daniel 2:44) that, “In the time of
those kings…” (Antichrist’s ten-king confederation) “…the God of heaven will set up a kingdom that will
never be destroyed, nor will it be left to another people. It will crush all those kingdoms and bring them
to an end, but it will itself endure forever.” –( Daniel 2:44 NIV 1984)
The Jews exclusively believed this would be their kingdom and for a good reason. First, this
promise was given to a Jewish prophet Daniel about the Jewish nation, then in captivity. Second, Daniel
prophesied again in chapter 9 of the book of Daniel that “70 sevens” had been decreed for “your
people” (The Jews) and “your holy city” (Jerusalem)… “to anoint the most holy” (The Messiah) (Daniel
9:24). This anointment of their King would usher in this Kingdom. There are also other promises made to
Israel throughout the Old Testament concerning this Kingdom. One of these many previous promises
was made to King David, that one of his descendants would eventually rule this kingdom. “Your house
and your kingdom will endure forever before me; your throne will be established forever.'” (2 Samuel
7:16). Not only would this king be a descendant of David (1 Chronicles 17:11-14) but He would also be
the Messiah! "The days are coming," declares the LORD, "when I will raise up to David a righteous
Branch, a King who will reign wisely and do what is just and right in the land. In his days Judah will be
saved and Israel will live in safety. This is the name by which he will be called: The LORD Our
Righteousness” (Jeremiah 23:5,6 – 5) The Apostles understood this implication when they met Jesus in
person for the first time. “…We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ) (John 1:40b). They asked
Jesus at the Ascension if he would “restore the kingdom to Israel” (Acts 1:6) in recognition that this
prophesied Kingdom was Israel’s. Jesus himself did not deny the nature of it but merely said that the
timing would be kept hidden.
Israel's story played out historically exactly as prophesied. Jehoiachin died in captivity in Babylon
(the last earthly king) and his grandson Zerubbabel led the exiles back to the land of Canaan 70 years
later in the time of Ezra. Zerubbabel never became king. He was governor of Judah because there was a
king in power in Persia (Cyrus). Israel was a vassal state of the Persian Empire. When Daniel made his
predictions, not only was the Davidic line cursed, but the temple was in ruins, and the people deported
to Babylon. The likelihood of them even being a nation was slim, at best. Despite this, God promised
them a Kingdom even while in captivity, notwithstanding their disobedience. Now that’s Grace! This
Prophesied Kingdom and coming King now became the “hope of Israel” (Acts 26:6,7, John 1:41, Acts
3:19)

A Presented Kingdom
In the first book of the New Testament, Matthew records the genealogy of Jesus through
Joseph, citing Jehoiachin in the family line but being careful to note that Jesus was not a blood
descendent of Joseph. The scripture says Matthew 1:16, Jesus was the adopted son of Joseph (and the
physical son of Mary Luke 3:23). Mary’s genealogy is found in Luke stating “He was the son, so it was
thought, of Joseph, the son of Heli,”. This is important because Joseph’s bloodline was cursed. Jeremiah
22:28-30 As God would sovereignly direct it, Mary is descended from Nathan, David’s other son, not
Solomon Luke 3:31. Therefore, Mary is not in the lineage of Jehoiachin but still in the line of David,
avoiding the curse mentioned above. God solved the problem of the curse on David’s line through the
virgin birth. Jesus had Legal right to the throne through Joseph and Lineal right to the throne through
Mary. The virgin birth makes Jesus the only candidate for the Davidic throne, setting Him up for the
ultimate fulfillment of the Davidic covenant. Jesus is the rightful King who present’s His kingdom.
Imagine the apostles’ excitement in what was about to become a reality. For centuries they had
been under the boot of gentile nations (Daniel 2) from the time of Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon on down
to Rome, and now the hope of all Israel Luke 24:19-21, Acts 28:20 had appeared to them in person!
“…We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). - John 1:40b. The long awaited, prophesied
kingdom, was now about to be presented to the nation of Israel by the person of the King Himself. All of
the Gentile Kingdoms predicted in Daniel 2 had come to power, fulfilling Daniel’s prophecy up to this
point, making the manifestation of a physical kingdom on earth a prophetic possibility for Israel. ”Behold
your King comes to you …” Zechariah 9:9, Matthew 21:5.
To receive this Kingdom, Israel would have to “repent” and receive the King who offers it to
them. “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is near” Matthew 3:2, Matthew 4:17 is the King’s key message
to Israel. The Kingdom is near - that is, the person of the King has arrived and is offering Israel the
promised kingdom all they need do to be a part of it would be to repent and receive Jesus as their King
This, in essence, is the gospel message. It says “repent and receive Jesus as your King and you may enter
into his Kingdom when he establishes it.”
Unfortunately, Israel as a nation did not receive their King or his message as a nation. There are
three great rejections of this Kingdom offer in Israel’s history. First the rejection of John the Baptist; The
Father's Prophet, Second the rejection of Jesus; The Son, and third the rejection of The Holy Spirit; the
stoning of Stephen an instrument of the Holy Spirit. The first one is John the Baptist. John the Baptist is
the forerunner of Jesus preparing the nation Israel for the King and the kingdom. John the Baptist comes
to Israel, preaching “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is near” Matthew 3:2. John's message from God
was to the nation Israel, not Gentiles Matthew 3:1-3; they were being called to repent because they had
not kept the Law and the Covenants of the Old Testament. Israel had failed to administer God’s Kingdom
on earth, 1 Chronicles 28:5, Isaiah 1:2-Isaiah 1:4, fallen into idolatry, and been carried away into
captivity for 70 years failing to produce the “fruit of the kingdom” Isaiah 5, Matthew 21:43. The fruit of
the Kingdom was that Israel would be a light to the Gentiles and lead them as an example to Christ.
Gen12:1-3, Isaiah 49:6. Moses had predicted this Deuteronomy 4:35-31 years earlier when they had
initially received the Law and Land of Canaan from God to administer his Kingdom on this earth. Later
Daniel confessed the national sins of Israel in his prayer Daniel 9:10, 11. Now beginning in Matthew’s
Gospel John the Baptist calls the nation to national repentance, the temple was rebuilt, the King had
arrived and defeated the curse of the nation. Jesus was now calling them so that they might receive

their long-promised Kingdom. As a Prophet, John the Baptist was a representative from God. John is
called the greatest of all prophets and is the prophet who would announce this King in the power and
spirit of Elijah Malachi 4:5,6. Elijah would precede the coming Messiah. John, the Baptist's message, is
rejected, and he is thrown into prison only to await a beheading. By rejecting John, Israel had rejected
God. Luke 10:16, Matthew 10:40. John himself is confused by this rejection, asking Jesus “Are you the
one to come or should we look for another” Matthew 11:3. Jesus, after reassuring John tells his apostles
that if they (Israel) had accepted John, the Baptist's testimony, he would have been the Elijah to come.
Matthew 11:14 John the Baptist would have fulfilled the prophecy of Malachi 4:5,6 before the Kingdom
would be set up if Israel had repented and received Jesus as their king at his preaching. Later Jesus
would challenge the unbelieving Pharisees on this exact topic asking them “John's baptism--where did it
come from? Was it from heaven, or of human origin?" Matthew 21:25
The second significant rejection of the offer of the Kingdom by Israel is the rejection of; the Lord
Jesus Christ himself. After the rejection and imprisonment of John the Baptist, Jesus goes to Galilee
(where Johns ministry had been), and “from that time on,” begins to preach publicly to Israel the same
message “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is near”. Matthew 4:17. Jesus effectively picks up where
John left off. Jesus then sends out his Apostles to preach the same message publicly to “the lost sheep of
Israel” in Matthew 10. The person of the King was present and calling his chosen people to possess the
Kingdom, and he instructs his servants to preach the same message publicly. Jesus Predicts Israel’s
rejection in (Matthew 10) in three future phases both in his present-day Matthew 10:24,25 fulfilled in
Matthew 12, after he had resurrected and returned to heaven Matthew 10:17-20 fulfilled in Acts 1-12
and in a future day during the tribulation not yet fulfilled Matthew 10:21-23, Matthew 24.
Jesus’ disciples had been told to preach this message publicly upon returning to Jesus after
preaching “Repent for the Kingdom of Heaven is near”, there was no report of a mass repentance but
rather only that the demons submitted to them. Jesus tells them that His message will be rejected
despite the evidence of the miracles. Matthew 10:25 The Pharisees bring this prediction to fulfillment in
chapter 12, accusing Jesus of performing these miracles by the power of Satan. Jesus tells them plainly
that the Kingdom of God had arrived and the proof was in the miracles. That the Strong man (Satan) has
been bound and Jesus had entered his house and performed many miracles that they should believe in.
“But if I drive out demons by the Spirit of God, then the kingdom of God has come upon you” Matthew
12:28 This rejection of the King and his miracles that attest to his deity are now turned back in judgment
upon the nation of Israel. Jesus declares that this blasphemy of the Holy Spirit, by whom the miracles
were performed, will not be forgiven and the Kingdom would now be concealed from its enemies. Up
until this point, Jesus had gone exclusively to the leadership of Israel with a very public message like
John the Baptist before him. Now he begins to teach the crowds in parables, concealing the nature of
the Kingdom from the unbelieving masses. The parables describe the form the Kingdom will take on
here on earth, while the King is absent from it in heaven. Jesus only explains the parables to his disciples
in private, even when a Pharisee openly asks him in public he tells the unbelieving Pharisee to believe
“The kingdom of God is within you.” The Second rejection of the Son and his servants has now begun.
This rejection will manifest itself at the cross when Jesus is Crucified. Like John the Baptist they will
murder the “heir.” Matthew 21:38
Jesus leaves the nation of Israel at the close of chapter 12 comparing Israel to a man who had a
demon, the very thing they accused him of! Jesus describes a demon of idolatry and that the demon had
“come out”, (Babylonian Captivity) but upon returning to the house of Israel found it “unoccupied,”

ready to receive its rightful occupant the King Himself and “swept clean.” The house was swept clean
during the Babylonian exile of 70 years from the wicked sin of Idolatry. But Israel would not repent or
receive Jesus to be their King so the house remains unoccupied or “desolate” Luke 13:35, Matthew
23:38. The demon of idolatry that had been cast out will now go and find seven other demons “like
itself” (Spirits of Idolatry KJV). They will come and re-occupy the house of Israel. (This will happen during
the tribulation when Israel accepts the antichrist; a Satan possessed gentile in place of their Messiah)
“And the final condition of that man (Israel) will be worse than the first,” “That is how it will be with this
wicked generation.” Matthew 12: …45b, Revelation predicts this same end for the unbelieving nation.
“She will become a home for demons and a haunt for every evil spirit a haunt for every unclean and
detestable bird” Revelation 18:2, Israel is referred to as "Babylon" the very place of idolatry they had left
during the exile. Revelation 17,18.
The Kingdom of Heaven has now been presented a second time to Israel. The Father first
presented it through John the Baptist, then The Son and his servants, the disciples presented it. But
Israel would not have Jesus as their King and refused to repent. This rejection leads the King to withdraw
and conceal the kingdom. From Matthew 12 on the King will prepare his servants “all who have ears to
hear” for the changes that will happen to this Kingdom on earth after Jesus is crucified and ascends into
heaven. The Postponed form of the kingdom is what the Parables of the Kingdom describe to those who
have ears to hear. Finally, the third rejection of the kingdom takes place after the resurrection in Acts
chapter 8 at the stoning of Stephen. The key phrase is "you always resist the Holy Spirit" Stephen full of
the Holy Spirit tells Israel to accept Jesus as their king and receive the kingdom, but Israel stones him
instead. We will spend more time on Stephen later. This leads us into the next phase of the Kingdom
the Postponed form of the Kingdom.

A Postponed Kingdom
Jesus in response to His rejection withdraws from the “house” of Israel and teaches “the
crowds” in Matthew 13. He begins to teach in parables, saying “The Kingdom of Heaven is Like…” The
disciples are astonished at this. Matthew 13:10 asking “Why do you speak to the people in parables.” It
is reasonable to understand their astonishment. John the Baptist had preached the message publicly in
Matthew 3 and was astonished after he was thrown in prison even asking Jesus about his identity. Jesus
himself had proclaimed it publicly in Matthew 4, and ultimately was astonished at Israel’s lack of faith
Mark 6:1-6, Matthew 8:5-14. The Apostles had been told by The King Himself to proclaim the message
publicly in Matthew 10 and been astonished at the Demons submission to this coming Kingdom. So after
a very public proclamation “repent for the kingdom of heaven is at hand” and its accompanying miracles
proving the validity of their message, they are now told that the message is to be concealed inside
parables. These Apostles are now confused at the concealment of this public message. Now Jesus
conceals the message from those who would not repent and receive Him as their King but reveals it to
his own who believe, namely the Apostles and anyone who is indwelt by the Spirit. "The Secrets of the
Lord are with them that fear him" Psalm 25:14 Jesus tells his disciples in Matthew 13 that “the
knowledge of the secrets of heaven has been given to you but not to them” Matthew 13:11. Jesus then
begins a series of 13 parables throughout the book of Matthew that will describe what “The Kingdom of
Heaven is Like” during his absence from it. The Diagram below identifies the specific 13 parables of the

kingdom showing that the first Seven appear in Matthew 13 and the remaining six follow throughout
the book.

These parables are designed to prepare the Apostles and future Christians for the period of the
Postponed form of the Kingdom. This new message of the kingdom is no longer public, but it is now
truth hidden in plain sight and can only be understood by “those who have ears to hear.” Jesus is now
actively hiding the teaching about the kingdom from his enemies. This new phase in the Kingdom is
known as the postponed form of the kingdom. The kingdom is now delayed being “Taken away from
you (Israel) and given to people who will produce its fruit (Future nation of Israel)” Matthew 21:43 The
Kingdom is Postponed until the rejected King returns and establishes his Kingdom on this earth being
accepted by his people, Israel. When this happens Daniel’s prophecy Daniel 9:27 will come true and
Jesus the “most holy”, “will be anointed ” King
The Parables of the Kingdom therefore describe the nature of this new phase of the Kingdom to
believers while concealing it from unbelievers. We as believers today live during this phase of the
kingdom.
Israel had rejected the Kingdom offer and as a result it will be postponed until the acceptance of the
King by his people at the end of the tribulation by his subjects. The rejected King will return from heaven
when that happens. Hosea 5:15, Hosea 6:2
Again it’s important to note that the parables of the kingdom are not object-lessons or salvation
messages but rather they describe what the “Kingdom of heaven is like” during Jesus’s rejection and
absence from it.
We will look at these parables briefly to make sure the reader understands them. Jesus starts
out with the parables of the soils representing the success rate of the gospel during this present age of
the Kingdom, that only one type of soil would believe, take action on that belief and produce fruit. The
other three soils would not produce real lasting fruit. The wheat and the tares describe that the
kingdom in the present age will be made up of both believers and unbelievers. The dual nature of the
kingdom consisting of both believers and unbelievers presently is illustrated by the good and bad seed
and the resulting Wheat and the Tares. We include Jesus explanation of it below. Notice Jesus leaves the

crowd and privately in a house with his disciples explains the meaning of the parables. Jesus does this
secretly because Jesus is actively concealing this truth from his enemies.
Matthew 13:36-43
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the
parable of the weeds in the field.”
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the
good seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the
enemy who sows them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels.
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of
Man will send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all
who do evil. 42 They will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing
of teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears,
let them hear."
Notice that the weeds or Tares are weeded out of the Kingdom at “the end of the age” but not
during the present form of the Kingdom. They “both grow up together” The Tares are part of the
Postponed form of the Kingdom but will not be part of the Physical Kingdom. The Mustard Seed shows
that although the kingdom had humble beginnings starting with Jesus disciples. The outward expansion
of the kingdom during this age will “grow into a large tree.” This large growth is not necessarily good,
remember it had both believers and unbelievers in it. It will become a nesting place for evil “the birds
come and perch in its branches.” Remember the birds were the ones that “Came and ate up the good
seed, ” and Jesus had said they represented the “evil one.” The dough describes the inward aspect, how
false doctrine “Leven” will permeate the Kingdom inwardly characterizing it by false teaching. The
treasure and the pearl represent how God will take out of the mixed kingdom a treasure (Israel) hidden
in the world “field” and a Pearl (the church) a people for himself despite the kingdoms corruption during
this present time. He will “sell all he has” as he goes to the cross to purchase the World “field”. This
purchase will be for both believers and unbelievers giving the King the right to not only save the
righteous but to judge the wicked. Revelation 5:5-10. Satan had offered Jesus these kingdoms during the
temptation in chapter 4 as a shortcut. Jesus would purchase them instead by his blood taking from the
strong man what he had offered for a compromise during the temptation of our Lord. The last parable in
Matthew 13 is the parable of the dragnet. Again the message of the Kingdom catches both “good and
bad fish” during this present age. Both are part of the kingdom, but the bad fish are thrown away at the
end.

The Parables of the Kingdom reveal many truths about the present form of Christendom in our
present day. The Kingdom exists today in the mouth of all who profess Jesus “Not everyone who says to
me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only the one who does the will of my Father who is
in heaven.” That means that all who call on the name of Jesus in our present day are part of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Including believers and unbelievers. Jesus points this out continuing in Matthew 7
“22Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name and in your name
drive out demons and in your name perform many miracles?’ 23Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never
knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!’ Matthew 7:22,23, and “I say to you that many will come from
the east and the west, and will take their places at the feast with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the
kingdom of heaven. 12But the subjects of the kingdom will be thrown outside, into the darkness, where
there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” Matthew 8:11,12. A good way to visualize this is with the
Diagram below. It’s important not to confuse the Church with the Kingdom. This error can be illustrated
in the following substitution “Seek ye first the "Church" Kingdom of God and all these things shall be
added unto you?” The Church is made up of every true believer represented by the yellow circle in the
diagram below. The Church however only represents the inward aspect of the Kingdom in this present
age, both Jew, and Gentile but the black represents people who profess Jesus as King outwardly (All who
acknowledge his rule) but are not inwardly regenerate. So the Kingdom represented by the big Circle
contains all professing “Christendom” this would include the Pharisees who had the secrets of the
kingdom hidden from them and the Pharisee who has asked about the Kingdom and whom Jesus told
that it was within him. Or in our modern day, it would include Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, and
anyone who Professes Jesus as King but is not regenerate inwardly.

Jesus illustrates this fact clearly with the Parable of Wheat and Tares. In the Parable there are
the Wheat representing true believers produced by the good seed (Gospel) and the tares representing
professors produced by the seed of the enemy. Both are part of the same field (world).

Kingdom of Heaven

This is why Jesus Message during His time on earth was repent for the Kingdom of heaven is at
hand. He directed this at the subjects of the Kingdom, Israel. He did not go to the Gentiles but to the
lost sheep of professing Israel. They had received the Law but “refused to obey it” Acts 7:53 John the
Baptist rebuked the Pharisees regarding this message by saying “who warned you to flee the coming
wrath” Wrath that would in the end consume the outward aspect of the kingdom burning it as in the
parable of the wheat and tares at the end of the age.

The burning of the tares will leave a pure Kingdom with only true subjects in it and nothing that
defiles.

Outward (Tares) are
burned at the return
of Jesus

Inward
(All Who truly Believe)

The subjects of the Kingdom in its present form are all who profess his name but only the people
who truly believe will enter it. That is why the sheep must be separated from the goats in Matthew 24 –
both the sheep and the goats profess allegiance to the King. Both the wise and foolish virgins are looking
for the Messiah and all fall asleep but only the wise have oil. The group that claims to have cast out
demons in his name are mere professors, and that is why Jesus will remove everything from his Kingdom
that defiles at his return. The tares will be burned. Judas is an example of one of these professors who
followed Jesus but in the end betrayed him thinking he was only a man. Later the scripture tells us that
he was a devil John 6:70. Jesus ultimately goes to the cross and is crucified with shouts from his people
“We have no King but Caesar,” “Give us Barabbas”, “Crucify Him,” “Let his blood be on us and on our
children” And Jesus dies and is resurrected on the third day.

This brings us to the Third and final rejection mentioned before during the previous phase of the
kingdom. We will spend some time on it now. This rejection of the Kingdom by Israel happens after the
resurrection. Some may struggle with the concept that the Kingdom is still offered to Israel up until Acts
chapter 8. To help…
Wiersbe cites 11 reasons that the kingdom was still the primary focus after the resurrection for
the first eight chapters of Acts.
1.) The disciples expected the establishment of the kingdom (1:6), and Christ did not rebuke them for
their request. He had promised they would sit on twelve thrones (Matt19:28)
2.) It was necessary that they elect a twelfth apostle (1:22) to take Judas’ place so that Christ’s promise
might be fulfilled. Paul was not supposed to be that new apostle, for his ministry was primarily to the
Gentiles. Paul’s ministry had to do with the one body the church. (In fact Paul did not meet the
qualifications laid out for this replacement having not been with Jesus since the beginning. Matthias
would sit in Judas place on one of the 12 thrones mentioned above judging Israel.)
3.) Peter preached to the men of Judah, Jerusalem, and Israel in his message at Pentecost (2:14-22). He
did not address his words to Gentiles. It was primarily a Jewish message to a Jewish congregation on a
Jewish religious holiday.
4.) The prophecy of Joel (2:16ff) relates primarily to Israel, not the church.
5.) Peter portrayed the cross as an instrument of crime, not as God’s gracious remedy for sin (2:22-23).
Compare this with Paul’s message in 2 Cor. 5.
6.) Peter’s theme at Pentecost is the resurrection. Christ had promised to give Israel a sign- the sign of
the prophet Jonah- which is death, burial, and resurrection (Matt. 12:38ff). This was the sign Peter
preached. God was now giving Israel another chance to accept the Messiah and be saved.
7.) The apostles and first converts worshiped in the temple until they were thrown out.
8.) Peter said that the days of blessing that were experienced in Acts had been prophesied by the OT
prophets (3:21,24). But the church was a mystery hidden by God and was not fully made known until
Paul’s ministry (read Eph. 3 carefully). The prophets spoke of the Jewish kingdom, not of the church. To
confuse these two creates problems.
9.) Jerusalem was the center for blessing; everyone came there (5:16). It was definitely kingdom
ground; see Isaiah 66:5ff.
10.) Peter clearly told the council that the message was one of repentance for Israel (5:31)
11.) In chapter 7, Stephen reviewed the history of Israel and showed how the nation had rejected the
truth down through the years. It takes little effort to see that the first seven chapters of Acts, we are
concerned with the Jewish nation and that the message is meant primarily for the kingdom, not the
church. 5
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It’s also important to note that when Peter preached his sermon on the day of Pentecost after
the resurrection. Acts 3:17-21 He tells the Jews that even though they crucified the Messiah that if they
repent that God would send this messiah back and usher in the kingdom Acts 3:19,20. This is before the
gospel goes to Samaria Acts 9 or even the Gentiles. Acts 10. Before Paul is even called to be an apostle
Acts 13.
It’s not surprising then that in Acts 1 Jesus teaches about the Kingdom of Heaven for 40 days to
his 11 Apostles. The 11 apostles ask Jesus “Are you at this time going to restore the Kingdom to Israel.”
Jesus says “it's not for you to know the times and dates the Father has established by his own authority”
Basically this is a direct quote that Jesus will in fact at some point in the future restore the Kingdom to
Israel. The restoration will happen during the millennial kingdom on this earth and a future nation of
Israel living during the time of the millennium “will produce the fruit of the Kingdom” as droves of
Gentiles are saved by their example. Jesus ascends into heaven not having restored the kingdom. Peter
Again acknowledges that the Kingdom has not been restored to Israel after the ascension in Acts chapter
3 and tells Israel that if they will “repent” and receive Jesus as their King that God would, in fact, send
Jesus back to establish the Kingdom. Acts 3:17-20 “Now, fellow Israelites, I know that you acted in
ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had foretold through all the
prophets, saying that his Messiah would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may
be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Messiah,
who has been appointed for you—even Jesus.” Although 3000 people believe however the Leadership of
Israel does not and even arrests Peter and John while they are preaching this very message. Acts 4
which should be included in the story of Acts 3. Because of the chapter break we ignore this often. This
offer of the Kingdom after the resurrection is typified in one of the final parables of the Kingdom “the
wedding banquet” found in Matthew 22:1-14. The calf has been prepared that is Jesus had been
crucified and rose from the dead. And the invite again goes out to Israel “to those who had been invited”
by the preaching of the Apostles and Stephen. But Israel pays no attention and is occupied with life. So
the servants (his angels) are told go and invite “Anyone”. Stephen in Acts 7 preaches a sermon to Israel
condemning them for not listening to the prophets calling them to repent yet they reject Stephen’s
message as well and stone him. “They beat some and stoned others” Matthew 21 This final rejection of
the Holy Spirit “you always resist the Holy Spirit” marks the end of the offer of the kingdom to Israel
fulfilling the parable of the kingdom spoken in Matthew 21. 43 “Therefore I tell you that the kingdom of
God will be taken away from you and given to a people who will produce its fruit. 44 Anyone who falls on
this stone will be broken to pieces; anyone on whom it falls will be crushed.” One side note is the people
that will produce the fruit of the kingdom Jesus refers to here are a future Generation of Israel that will
be alive during the Millennium and will produce the fruit of the kingdom, namely that the gospel would
reach the ends of the earth. This view is strengthened by Romans 11:12 We do not have enough time to
treat this properly here I only mention it in passing.
45 When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard Jesus’ parables, they knew he was talking about them.
46 They looked for a way to arrest him, but they were afraid of the crowd because the people held that
he was a prophet. The Pharisees had known that Jesus had spoken this Parable against them and looked
for a way to arrest him but were unable to. In Acts 8 the Gospel goes to the Samaritans and then in Acts
10 the Gentiles "Anyone." Before this time the Apostles in obedience had continued to go to the lost
sheep of Israel even after the resurrection just as Jesus had told them to do in Matthew 10 and again at
the end of Matthew.

We now come to the end of this section. Quickly recapping, There are three great murders in
Israel’s history that complete this rejection of the Kingdom. The Father's message is rejected at the
imprisonment and beheading of John the Baptist his representative on earth “the greatest of prophets”.
Next, the Son was rejected and murdered. ”Let his blood be on us and on our children” Finally; the Holy
Spirit is rejected at the stoning of Stephen.
In response to this God would send his armies to burn their city i.e. the Romans in 70 AD
Matthew 22:7 Jesus had wept over this rejection Matthew 23:37 but Israel’s rejection of the Kingdom
now moves the prophetic clock forward and the ultimate agenda of God to establish his sovereignty on
this earth. Romans 9-11

A Physical Kingdom
The 4th phase of the Kingdom is the Physical Kingdom. Today we Christians live in the period of
the postponed form of the Kingdom. The true King is acknowledged only in the heart of his subjects. But
outwardly it can be hard to discern who those subjects are. The Kingdom of Heaven today exists on
earth in mixed company like the parables of the kingdom describe, both believers and unbelievers claim
allegiance to Jesus. We cannot read their hearts and know who they are so we are told not to try to
uproot them. When we share our faith, we are unaware not how it will take root in the hearts (soils) of
men. We see that although Christianity under the umbrella of all Christendom has become enormous,
we also see much evil within it. i.e. crusades, etc… and much false doctrine from within (leaven) i.e.
Mormonism, Jehovah’s Witnesses, etc. We await the return of the King to set things right and establish
his Physical Kingdom removing everything that defiles. This defilement will be eliminated from the
kingdom in a future day when Jesus “will restore all things.” Jesus return will inaugurate the conquering
of the nations of men Revelation 11:5, Daniel 2. The Kingdom will be Physically manifested on the earth
with Jerusalem as its capital city (Zion) and Jesus (David’s descendant) reigning on the throne. Bringing
the prophecy of Daniel 9:27 to a close when the Most Holy will be anointed. And Jesus will Rule
physically on this earth for 1000 years. Revelation 21 This is future to us who believe today. The
Postponed Kingdom will give way to a Physical manifestation of the Kingdom here on earth. It will be
restored to Israel as the Apostles had asked in Acts chapter 1. The King will no longer be absent in
heaven but present physically here on earth. Then Jesus’ prayer will be answered. “Thy Kingdom Come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in Heaven.” Because the King will be physically present here on earth
the hearts of men will be revealed for what they are.

A Permanent Kingdom
The final phase is a permanent or perpetual kingdom. Daniel had said in Daniel 2:44 that the
Kingdom would never pass away nor would it be left to another people. The Physical manifestation of
the Kingdom though it lasts 1000 years, will be a speck in all eternity. Jesus will “renew all things”. The
earth will be destroyed by fire and renovated to a state better than the Garden of Eden. The redemption
of the creation with a new heaven and new earth will fulfill Romans 8:22 “the whole creation has been
groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time”. This kingdom will go on into eternity
and will never end, completing the prophecies of Daniel 2:44
The 5 phases of the Kingdom are easy to understand when one sees them from a big picture
perspective. First, it was Prophesied to Israel, then it was Presented to Israel, upon Israel's rejection of
the King, the Kingdom was Postponed and the gospel has gone out to all the earth even still in our
current day while the gospel goes out to all nations. But one day Jesus the King will return and the
Kingdom will be manifested in Physical form and then 1000 years later will continue Permanently on
into eternity. The below chart puts it all together visually.

“The Kingdom of Heaven is like…”

“In the time of those kings,
the God of heaven will set
up a kingdom that will never
be destroyed, nor will it be
left to another people. It will
crush all those kingdoms
and bring them to an end,
but it will itself endure
forever”.

“Repent for the Kingdom
of Heaven is near”

“Therefore I tell you that
the kingdom of God will be
taken away from you and
given to a people who will
produce its fruit”

“He came to that which
was his own, but his own
did not receive him”

Jesus First
Coming

“The Son of Man will send out his
angels, and they will weed out of
his kingdom everything that causes
sin and all who do evil. They will
throw them into the blazing
furnace, where there will be
weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

Jesus Second
Coming

Rejection

“Then I saw “a new heaven and a new earth,”
for the first heaven and the first earth had
passed away, and there was no longer any sea.
saw the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, coming
down out of heaven from God, prepared as a
bride beautifully dressed for her husband. And I
heard a loud voice from the throne saying,
“Look! God’s dwelling place is now among the
people, and he will dwell with them. They will
be his people, and God himself will be with
them and be their God. ‘He will wipe every tear
from their eyes. There will be no more death’ or
mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of
things has passed away.”

“They came to life and reigned
with Christ a 1000 years”
“We Have no King but Caesar”

“Are you at this time
going to restore the
kingdom to Israel”

Prophesied

Presented

Postponed
Resurection

Physical

Permanent

In conclusion when you look around and see false doctrine in the church it should not surprise
you because we live during a time when the Kingdom of Heaven is postponed, and there is leaven in the
dough. While our Lord is away in Heaven, there are two types of subjects on earth. Those who believe
inwardly and those who profess outwardly (Wheat and the Tares). Both are part of the Kingdom. You
can see that although Christendom has become very large externally (the mustard seed grew into a tree)
when you consider all who profess you can also recognize that there are evil things that take place
under its umbrella (the birds). And just as the seed only was able to reproduce itself in one kind of soil
(parable of soils) so to the gospel does not have 100% success rate today based on the wickedness of
men’s hearts. And just like the woman with the yeast (evil) worked it through the whole lump of dough,
so also false doctrine permeates all parts of Christendom today. You may ask what our role is today in
this postponed timeframe. The answer is to plant seeds. To share your faith and spread the gospel. Not
being discouraged by the form of the kingdom today because it is only temporary. Or distracted by
trying to uproot the Tares or by worrying about the condition of the soils it falls on but rather on sharing
the gospel and teaching the truth. “Seek ye first the Kingdom of God and his Righteousness and all these
things will be added unto you.” We do this while waiting for the "most holy"; Jesus to be anointed on
David’s throne literally on this earth. “As for God’s Gifts and his Call they are irrevocable” Israel will
receive her Kingdom. God will not fail to fulfill all his promises to national Israel, and in the process of
doing this, he has accomplished salvation on the cross available to all men both Jew and Gentile. What
an Amazing God we serve!!!
Daniel 9:24 “Seventy ‘sevens’ are decreed for your people and your holy city to finish transgression, to
put an end to sin, to atone for wickedness, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and
prophecy and to anoint the Most Holy…. Even so Come Lord Jesus Come! Revelation

